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If there’s one thing Gemini Industries founder Paul 
Musco is better at than making money, it’s giving it 
away. One of this county’s most influential business-
men, Musco, along with his wife of 47 years, 
Marybelle, is also a leader when it comes to his 
philanthropic pursuits. He’s a trustee and major 
fundraiser for Chapman University, vice chairman of 
the L.A. Opera, Sheriff’s Advisory Committee member, 
and he is heavily involved with the Orange County 
High School of the Arts and the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association (Jerry Lewis calls him Uncle Paul). And 
that’s just the short list.

But what makes Musco’s generosity that much 
more inspiring is the fact that he is a self-made man, 
the son of an immigrant janitor and seamstress in a 
family of 12. So if Musco was the type to pamper 
himself with material goods and merely dabble in 
charitable giving for the tax write-off and good P.R., 
you could hardly blame him. But that’s not the Paul 
Musco whom so many admire. In fact, it seems that 
when Musco does have an extra hour or two, he 
doesn’t chase a small white ball around a grand 
green landscape or sail off to Catalina – he finds 
another charity to help. Philanthropy is his escape, 
his salvation. “I joined The Newport Country Club 
way back when it was called The Irvine Country 
Club. But I’ve played there about five times since 
1972,” he jokes. “I just find time too precious to spend 
four hours on the golf course. If it’s not work, it’s 
charities. Anything that has to do with children, 
education or the arts.”

It’s a conviction that is undeniably pure, because 
Paul and Marybelle Musco lead through words and 
actions, with one message: “Give, give, give.”

YOU COME FROM A BIG FAMILY. 

LIFE WAS TOUGH FOR MOST  
IMMIGRANTS, THOUGH. YOU WERE 
PRETTY POOR, RIGHT? 

WHAT DID YOUR PARENTS  
DO FOR WORK? 

BE A PHILANTHROPIST

“GIVE, GIVE, GIVE…”
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YOU’VE SAID YOU LEARNED THE IMPORTANCE 
OF GIVING FROM YOUR FAMILY. 

YOU ALSO GREW UP DURING WWII.  
DID THAT HAVE AN IMPACT?  

I borrowed $500,000 from the Small Business Administration and 

opened my business. But back then you had to pledge everything 

you had to get the loan. And it wasn’t easy at first. In fact, I used 

to come in on Saturdays and clean the toilets and vacuum the 

carpet because we couldn’t afford a janitor. But we worked our 

butts off and today we’re the largest in the world at what we do.
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DID YOU KNOW WHAT YOU  
WERE GETTING INTO? 

SO YOU COUNT YOUR TIME IN  
THE SERVICE, EVEN THOUGH IT WAS  
DURING WAR TIME, AS A PLUS.

WHEN YOU GOT BACK DID YOU  
GO RIGHT INTO BUSINESS? 

Paul Musco
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AFTER HOLDING VICE PRESIDENTIAL 
AND PRESIDENTIAL POSITIONS AT 
MANY COMPANIES, YOU FOUNDED 
GEMINI INDUSTRIES IN 1973. WAS THAT 
A TOUGH DECISION? 

THAT’S ALL PRETTY COURAGEOUS.

WHY HAVE YOU BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL? 

SO IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT THE MONEY?

BUT YOUR SUCCESS HAS MADE 
YOU A VERY RICH MAN. 

SO IT MUST ANGER YOU TO HEAR 
ABOUT EXECUTIVES GETTING OBSCENELY 
HUGE BONUSES WHILE THEIR COMPANIES 
ARE FIRING PEOPLE.

IT’S WORKED FOR YOU. 

L A N D S C A P E
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The Art of Landscaping
blending elegance, artistry,

and detail for 30 years.

Our Designers are experts in creating;
 

California FriendlyTM  Gardens

English Gardens

Mediterranean Gardens

We will help your landscape

evolve into a living piece of art.
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AND NOW ONE OF YOUR BIGGEST JOYS IS 
GIVING BACK, YOUR PHILANTHROPY. 

CAN YOU GIVE AN EXAMPLE FROM YOUR 
GIVING OF THAT PERSONAL CONNECTION?

IN ADDITION TO CHILDREN’S HEALTH 
CONCERNS, YOU ALSO GIVE GREATLY TO  
THE ARTS, PARTICULARLY OPERA. WHEN  
DID THAT APPRECIATION BEGIN? 

DO YOU THINK YOUR MESSAGE OF  
GIVING IS RESONATING? 

Paul Musco


